
             
 
 
 
 
 
 
     
 
 

Third Sunday of Lent 12 March 2023 
 
Readings for 
this week: 

Exodus 17:3-7 
Romans 5:1-2, 5-8 
John 4:5-42 

 
Readings for 
next Sunday: 

1 Samuel 16:1,6-7,10-13 
Ephesians 5:8-14 
John 9:1-41 

 

 

Liturgical Jottings 
Two Lenten Aspects 

Ash Wednesday liturgy recalls the 
penitential aspects of Lent. The 
third, fourth and fifth Sundays of 
Lent in cycle A recall the baptismal 
aspects of Lent. The structure, texts 
and rites of the RCIA during Lent 
profoundly emphasise the 
baptismal journey for both those 
preparing for Baptism at Easter and 
the entire congregation. The two 
characters are present in the prayer 
of Ash Wednesday: “as they follow 
the Lenten observances, they may 
be worthy to come with minds 
made pure to celebrate the Paschal 
Mystery of your Son.” 
 

Quote from St Patrick 
I offer God the humble service of my 
spirit by preaching the Good News of 
his Son to the pagans, and so make 
them acceptable as an offering, 
sanctified by the Holy Spirit. 
The Confession of St Patrick,  
Feast day Friday 17 March 
© Diocese of Sandhurst 2023 

Looking	at	the	Readings	
Natural or human thirst appears in both the first reading and the Gospel. 
The Exodus people had run out of food and water in the desert of Zin. 
Moses asked God’s help and followed his instruction and struck the rock 
once (Exod 17:6) or twice (Numbers 20:11) and water gushed out. St Paul 
retold this miraculous event to the Corinthians with a spiritual layer: the 
Israelites were spiritually thirsty, quenched by a spiritual drink from a 
spiritual rock and that rock was Christ (1Cor 10:4).  
The Samaritan woman went to the well for water and met Christ who 
asked her for a drink of water. The dialogue between the two revealed 
that Christ was thirsty for her conversion and she became thirsty for the 
Word of God and eternal life. The symbolism of water carries layers of 
meaning for people in arid lands, travelers, workers and people with 
various ailments. The “Living Water” that Jesus speaks about is also a 
very important symbol in our spiritual life: it is a messianic gift; it is used 
in baptisms and blessings. Living water evokes God’s Wisdom and Word. 
It carries the richness of new life in Baptism and Easter. May we take time 
to meditate on this Gospel, hear Jesus’ invitation to be enlivened by the 
living water springing up in us. 

Prayer	for	the	Week	
O God, living and true, look upon your people, whose dry and stony 
hearts are parched with thirst. Unseal the living water of your Spirit; 
let it become within us an ever-flowing spring, leaping up to eternal 
life. Thus may we worship you in spirit and in truth through Christ, 
our deliverance and our hope. Amen. 

Pope	Francis	Message	for	Lent	2023	
For it is in togetherness that we follow Jesus. Together too, as a 
pilgrim Church in time, we experience the liturgical year and Lent 
within it, walking alongside those whom the Lord has placed among 
us as fellow travellers. Like the ascent of Jesus and the disciples to 
Mount Tabor [for the transfiguration], we can say that our Lenten 
journey is “synodal”, since we make it together along the same path, 
as disciples of the one Master. 

On the Lighter Side 
By striking the rock not once but twice Moses could see 
but not enter the Promised Land. I often warn people to press the 
“on button” once on the microphone, the light switch, the toaster 
– but no they press it twice, thus cancelling the effect. They look 
befuddled when I say no Promised Land for you! 
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BULLETIN   ADVERTISING 
We are once again considering if any business would be interested in advertising in our Parish bulletin, website. 

                               The costs are    Ad (5x6cm) 
3 months (12 weeks)   $16.67 per week     $200                    
6 months (25 weeks)   $12.00 per week      $300                   
12 months (50 weeks) $10.00 per week      $500                    

 Thanking you in advance for your support. If you would like any further details,  
please talk to Fr. John or any member of the Finance Committee. 

 

 TIMES & ROSTERS  
Sunday 19th March at 8.30am 
Commentator – M Carver               
Lector – N Watt 
Special Minister – M. Di Petta 

Sunday 25th March at 8.30am        
Commentator – J Harris 
Lector – L Ratcliffe 
Special Minister-L Moran 
 

 

 

LAST WEEK’S COLLECTION 
Thank you for your generosity and support for our 
Parish. May God bless you always.  Last week’s 
Collection is $701.35 

   

 
     

Special thanks to Advertisers for their Support 

STATIONS OF CROSS 
Stations of the Cross will be prayed the three 
remaining weeks of Lent as follows: 
Tuesday 14th, 21st, 28th of March following 5pm 
Mass in the church. COME and journey with Jesus 
and fellow parishioners. 
 

WELCOME to our new Office Administrator Vicki 
Arnel. Please feel free to introduce yourself and 
make Vicki feel at home. Hope Vicki enjoys her 
time at St. Augustine’s. 

Lenten Season Program: 
THE LITURGY & PRAYER MINISTRY will hold a 
reflection time during the Lenten season. All 
parishioners are invited to come, pray & reflect together 
to prepare for Easter. We will use the program prepared 
by the diocese of Sandhurst drawing upon scripture 
readings of lent, stories and insights of saints. When: 
Mondays of Lent 
 Where: in church. Time: 7pm 
 
Parish Partnership Luncheon 
St Augustine’s School invites parishioners to a Parish 
Partnership Luncheon on 16th March in the OLOP Gardens 
1pm.. Please RSVP to Parish Office on 58521026 or via 
email: kyabram@sandhurst.catholic.org.au 
 



 

  

CHILD SAFE PARISH 
We are a Child Safe Parish, we have a zero tolerance for child abuse and aim to provide a safe, supportive and welcoming environment to all 

visiting children, young persons and vulnerable adults. If you are concerned for any form of abuse that is immediate you should call 000; a 
significant risk or harm, whether or not you have formed this belief on reasonable grounds, you should immediately raise your concerns with the 

Parish Child safety officer Finola Price on 03 58521310. 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY 

As we come to worship, we remember the Yorta Yorta & Bangerang People the original custodians of this land. We acknowledge 
the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples with deep respect. May the Elders, past and present, be blessed and honoured. May 

we join and build a future based on compassion, justice, faith and reconciliation. 

 

Parish Priest     
Fr John Paul Pasala  
Kyabram Presbytery: 5852 1026 
Tatura Presbytery: 5824 1049 

Parish Office email address: 
kyabram@sandhurst.catholic.org.au 
Parish Administrator 
Vicki Arnel 

Parish Office website: 
www.kyabramcatholicparish.org.au 
Principals  
St Augustine’s College 
Jay Sutton – Phone 5851 3000 
St Patrick’s Primary  
Jackie Stockdale – Phone 5859 0371 
Parish Pastoral Council 
Fr John Paul Pasala,,  
Alana Brennan (Chairperson) 
Maurie Finn, Veronica Fox, Mary D’Augello, 
Carl Cabaraban. Brendon Lane, Finola Price,  
Natalie Watt, Jackie Stockdale, Jay Sutton 

Parish Finance Committee 
Fr John Paul Pasala,  
Wayne Mulcahy (Chairperson),  
James Harris ( Deputy Chair)  
John Zobec, Naomi Hehir, Mary Zobec. 

Mass Times 
Kyabram 
Week Day Masses (Tuesday and Thursday): 
see Diary Dates 
Saturday (2nd and 4th Saturday of the month):  
6.00pm 
Sunday:  8.30am 
Tongala 
First Sunday of month 11.30am 
Merrigum 
Third Sunday of month 12.00 noon 
Reconciliation – Second Saturday of the month 
at 5.30pm (before 6pm Mass) in St Aug’s 
Church Kyabram. 
Mass of Anointing is held the first Thursday of 
the month at 10.00am in St Augustine’s 
Church. 

 
 

PLEASE PRAY FOR 
Sick:  Philip Bowman, Ainsley Lane, Sam Peyton, Kadyn Mitchell-Treacy, 
Shane McDonell, Samantha Kurilic, Trevor Peterson, Lesley Kennedy 
Recently Deceased: John Georgiou, Lee Chant 
Anniversaries: Tony Guinan	 	 	

(Please	email	the	Parish	Office	to	add	names	to	our	prayer	list) 

FORTNIGHT TIME TABLE  
Mon    13th March 
Tues 14th March -4 .45pm Rosary; 5.00pm Mass. Stations of the cross  

following Mass. 
Wed 15th March           
Thurs    16th March - Mass 9.15am Year 1/2 and year 8     
              Parish Partnership Luncheon 12.55-1.45 
Fri 17th March  
Weekend Masses  
Sat 18th March - No Mass    
Sun 19th March - Mass 8:30am.  Merrigum 12 noon 
 
Mon      20th  March 
Tues 21st March - 4.45pm Rosary. 5.00pm Mass, Stations of the cross  

following Mass. 
Wed 22nd March           
Thurs    23rd March - Mass 9.15am for Year 5/6 and Year 11 
Fri  24th March  
Weekend Masses  
Sat 25th March - 6.00pm    
Sun 26th March - Mass 8:30am. 
 
 HARVEST MASS (Saturday 11th March)  
WELCOME to the celebration, thanksgiving and sharing of  
the harvest – just as Jesus and his people celebrated, gave  
thanks and shared in the “Feast of Ingathering” or the 
“Feast of Tabernacles.” People may like to join Saturday evening’s entry 
procession and lay their items of non-perishables like a can, jar, or packet, 
at the altar for the St. Vincent DePaul Society to distribute. After Saturday 
Mass, please feel free to swap and share items of produce from the trading 
table. And, of course, do stay for our supper following Mass. Thank you to 
everyone who has helped and given to make our harvest celebration 
enjoyable.  

God, giver of all life, blessed are you in the fruits of the earth, in the 
sowing of seed and the work of human hands, in the harvest of human 
creativity.  
God of the poor and hungry, blessed are you in the striving for justice,  
in the fragility of peace-making, in the generosity of care for those in need. 
God of the great feast and the simple meal,  
blessed are you in the grace of hospitality, in the breaking and sharing, 
blessed are you in our daily bread.  Amen 
 
 

 



 


