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The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph — Year C — Sunday 26" December 2021

THANK YOU

Thank you for your support during what has
been another difficult year.

A big thank you to all involved in coordinating
our Christmas Liturgies and throughout the
year; the support and input of the Parish
Pastoral Council, the Finance Committee and
Liturgy Group.

The work of so many responsible for
preparation, lectors, special ministers, servers,
musicians and singers, sacristans, those who
collect the money, our Bereavement Group and
those who extend hospitality — and all involved
in parish ministries of care and service during
the year ... a special thank you to all!

Thank you to all who support the parish
financially, which allows us to meet our
expenses. Thank you to those who have given
generously to appeals during the year and the
collection for StVincent de Paul at the
Christmas Masses.

Your dedication, generosity and support is most
appreciated!

CONGRATULATIONS

Bishop Shane has appointed Fr John Paul
Pasala as Parish Priest of Kyabram in addition
to his current appointment as PP at Tatura.
Bishop Shane announced this appointment
would come into effect immediately and
continue until 19 November 2025.

Our prayers and blessings are with Fr John as
he cares for our parish.

PLEASE PRAY FOR:

Sick: Craig Rosendale, Catherine Anderson,
Megan De Pasquale, Julie Shaw, Joan Childs

Recently Deceased: -

Anniversaries: Margaret ‘Peg’ O’Neil,
Dick McGowan

™
(Please email the Parish Office to add names II "f-'ﬂ"m\']\
to our prayer list.) eqiests

BISHOP SHANE’S CHRISTMAS MESSAGE

Bishop Shane Mackinlay has released his 2021
Christmas message (see over). This message,
along with the Bishop’s video and prayer card
can also be accessed at:

https://mailchi.mp/2ea68959151c/sandpiper-e-
news-from-the-diocese-of-sandhurst-8715913

MASS TIMES FOR THIS WEEK

Week Day Masses:
e Tuesday, 28" December: NO MASS
e Thursday 30" December: NO MASS
Weekend Mass:

e Sunday, 2" January: 8.30am
(Baptisms during Mass)

DIARY DATES (3-9 January 2022)

Mon 3 Jan -

Tues 4Jan Mass 5.00pm

Wed 5Jan -

Thurs 6 Jan Anointing Mass 10.00am
Fri 7 Jan -

Sat 8 Jan Mass 6.00pm

Sun 9 Jan Mass 8.30am

Mass 11.30am Tongala

ROSTERS — NEXT WEEKEND

Sunday 2" January at 8.30am:

Commentator — T Hehir; Lector — M Carver;
Special Minister — M Elliott

Parish Priest

Fr John Paul Pasala
Kyabram Presbytery: 5852 1026
Tatura Preshytery: 5824 1049

Office hours — Closed between Christmas and New Year
Office email address - kyabram@cdos.org.au
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A Christmas Message from Bishop Shane Mackinlay

This time last year, we were cautiously optimistic.
Vaccines were being approved and had begun to
be distributed; we had flattened the curve;
schools had finished the year with face-to-face
classes, and crowds could gather for Christmas
celebrations, even if we did have to wear masks
and apply social distancing. Surely 2021 couldn’t
be as bad as 2020??

As it has turned out, we were partly right and
partly wrong. Vaccinations have arrived and
people across the country have taken every
opportunity to use them: first, the elderly,
vulnerable and front-line health workers; then,
progressively the rest of the population, with even
primary school children due to begin receiving
them in the new year. But, just as vaccines were
being rolled out, the delta variant arrived too. And
so, we have had another year of lockdowns,
remote schooling, businesses closed, and plans
for gatherings and travel moved online,
postponed or cancelled.

But this year has been different too. In our second
year of this pandemic, we are more run down,
both physically and emotionally. There is more
impatience, uncertainty, mistrust and even anger
— sometimes directed at government and
community leaders; sometimes at health
authorities or police; sometimes at colleagues or
retail staff; sometimes at neighbours or family
members. Some people have been so distressed
that they have accepted they cannot continue in
their current employment. Our communities have
been divided, with painful rules about who can
participate.

And the human cost has grown too, as we have
had another year of limited contact with family
and friends; of grandchildren growing up without
seeing their grandparents, of being separated
from family members overseas or interstate, of
being unable to visit loved ones who have been
sick, or even died.

So it is with great relief that we have welcomed
news of borders beginning to reopen and the
recent announcement that all in our community
are able to gather together again without
restrictions or divisions.

This Christmas will indeed be a time for
celebration.

May it also be a
time for
reconciliation and
healing. The
divisions, tensions
and separations
of these past
months have
taken a toll on all
of us. We have
walked in
darkness and we
long for the light
and peace that is promised in Jesus’ birth. We
long to be freed of the burdens that have
weighed us down. We yearn to be made whole.

At Christmas, the angel who once spoke to
shepherds speaks again to us: ‘Do not be afraid.
Listen, I bring you news of great joy ... Glory to
God in the highest heaven and peace to those
who enjoy his favour.” We proclaim a God who is
with us, a God who takes away fear, a God who
brings joy and peace.

May this Christmas be a time of joy, healing and
hope for each of you, and for your families and
loved ones. May our celebration of Jesus’ birth
remind us that we can trust always in the God
who dwells in our midst and leads us to himself.



